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PREAMBLE.
The object of this league is improvement in debate among the
students in the high schools of the state of Montana.
ARTICLE I.

NAME.

This organization shall be known as the Montana High School
Debating League.
ARTICLE II.

DEBATING DISTRICTS.

For convenience the state shall be divided into four debating
districts, viz:
Eastern D istrict: Billings, Columbus, Forsyth, Glendive, Lewistown, Miles City, Red Lodge.
Northern District: Chinook, Chouteau, Fort Benton, Glasgow,
Great Falls, Kalispell.
Southern D istrict: Big Timber, Bozeman, Butte, Dillon, Livings
ton, Virginia City.
Western D istrict: Anaconda, Boulder, Deer Lodge, Helena,
Missoula, Philipsburg, Townsend.
ARTICLE IK .

MEMBERSHIP.

Section 1. Any high school in Montana which has been ac
credited by the University of Montana may become a member of
this league by applying to the president of the league, or to the
director of the district in which the school is situated.
Section 2. All schools seeking admission for any particular year
must joint at least ten days before the first contest in the first senes
in their respective district.
ARTICLE IV.

CONTESTS.

Section 1. District Contests. The district contests, held bv teams
representing the several high schools within each district, shall occur
between the first of October and the first of February The team
winning m the last series of these contests shall be the district
champion team.
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Section 2.
Inter-District Contests. The inter-district contests,
held by the several district champion teams, shall occur between the
first of February and the first of April. The two teams winning in
these contests shall be the two inter-district champion teams.
Section 3. Final Contest. The final contest, held by the two
inter-district champion teams, shall occur between the fifteenth of
April and the date set for the interseholastic meet, at the University
of Montana (or at some other place in Missoula, selected by the presi
dent of the league).
ARTICLE jj OFFICERS.
Section 1. The officers of the league shall be a president and
four district directors.
Section 2. There shall be in each district one director, who shall
be the principal (or other representative) of one of the league high
schools in that district.
It shall be the duty of the director—
(a) To preside at the call meetings of the principals ( or other
representatives) of the league high schools in his district.
(b) To co-operate with the principals (or other representatives)
of the league high schools in his district, in pairing the schools, and
m making other arrangements for the several series of district con
tests, on the basis of convenience and expense. If, in any series of
the district contests, any two schools that are paired by the director
should fail to agree upon sides within one week after the preceding
series of contests, the director shall appoint some one to determine
sides by casting lots.
(c) To furnish the president all necessary information with
regard to all the workings of the league within his district, and to
report from time to time to the Inter-Mountain Educator any news
items that may be of interest to the league.
Section 3. The president shall be a member of the faculty of the
University of Montana.
It shall be the duty of the president—
(a) To preside at the annual meeting, and at the final contest,
and, when necessary, to call meetings of directors.
(b) To co-operate with the principals of the four schools repre'
sented by the district champion teams in pairing these teams, and in
making other arrangements for the inter-district contests, on the basis
of convenience and expense. If, in the pairing of these teams for the
inter-district contests, the principals of any two schools should not
agree upon sides within one week after their schools have been paired,
the president shall anpoint some one to determine sides bv casting lots.
(c) To co-operate w'ith the principals of the two schools that are
to be represented in the final contest in making arrangements for
that contest. If the principals of these two schools should not agree
upon sides within one week after the last inter-district contest, the
president shall appoint some one to determine sides by easting lots.

(d)
To prepare and have printed each year, before October 1s
(at the expense of the university) a bulletin containing the latest
revision of the constitution and by-laws, the names and addresses of
the officers, the list of names of the high schools belonging to the
league, and such other matter as, in his judgment, may be helpful to
the members of the league.
ARTICLE YI. THE DEBATERS.
Section 1. The debaters shall be undergraduate students of the
schools which they represent, and shall have passing grades to date
in at least three full subjects (i. e. subjects that require at least
four recitations a week) that they are taking at the time of the con
test.
Section 2. The team that shall represent any league high school
shall be selected by that school in any manner agreed upon by the
principal, teachers, and students of that school.
Section 3. At all contests the debaters shall be separated from
the audience and shall receive no coaching while the debate is in
progress.
Section 4. At all contests the time and order of the speeches shall
be as follows:
1st speaker, affirmative, 12 minutes (introduction and direct argument).
1st speaker, negative, 12 minutes (direct argument and refutation).
2d speaker, affirmative, 12 minutes (direct argument and refutation).
2d speaker, negative, 12 minutes (direct argument and refutation).
3d speaker, affirmative, 12 minutes (direct argument and refutation).
1st speaker, negative (or one of his colleagues), 5 minutes, (rebuttal and
summary).
1st speaker, affirmative (or one of his colleagues), 5 m’nutes, (rebuttal and
summary).
No argument allowed in either of the last two speeches.

ARTICLE VII. THE JUDGES.
Section 1. At each contest there shall be three judges, who shall
be selected on the basis of capability and impartiality.
Section 2. Selection of judges—
(a)
District and Inter-District Contests. After any two school
shall have been paired, the principals of the two schools shall, at
their earliest convenience, agree which school is to entertain. The
principal representing the visiting team shall immediately submit to
the principal of the entertaining school a list of ten names of people
whom he recommends as judges. The principal, who is to entertain
shall, within three days after receiving the list, if he accepts any of
the names, arrange the names accepted, in the order of his choice,
and send them to the principal of the visiting school. I f the prin
cipal who is to entertain does not accept as many as six names he
shall, in turn, at the time he sends the names that he accepts, submit
a new list of ten names to the principal of the visiting school, who
shall, if he accepts any of them, arrange the accepted names, in the
order of his choice, as additional names to those already agreed upon.
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This shall be kept up until six names shall have been selected; three
for judges and three for alternates.
(b)
Final Contest. Immediately after the two inter-district
championships shall have been won, the committee representing the
University shall submit to each of the principals of the two schools,
a list of thirty names. Each principal shall be allowed to cross out
as many as ten names, and shall, within three days, return the list to
the committee. The committee shall then select from the names re
maining on the list, three to serve as judges in the contest for the cup.
The remaining names shall be alternates.
Section 3. Instructions—
(a) During the debate the judges shall sit apart from one
another.
(b) They shall base their decision on the merits of the debate,
not on the merits of the question; and shall mark the merits of the
debate on the following basis: Argument, 70 per cent; team-work,
20 per cent; delivery, 10 per cent.
(c) Each judge, at the conclusion of the contest, without con
sultation with any other judge, shall write on a card the word
“ affirmative” or “ negative,” seal it in an envelope, and deliver it to
the presiding afficer, who shall qpen the envelope in sight of the two
leaders and then announce to the audience the decision.
ARTICLE VIII.

MEETINGS AND ELECTIONS.

Section 1. The directors in the several districts shall, at any time
they deem necessary, call meetings of the principals (or other repre
sentatives) of the league high schools in their respective districts.
Section 2. The annual meeting shall be held at the university
at the time of the inter-scholastic meet. At this meeting the presi
dent and directors shall be elected, each for a period of one year.
Each league high school shall be entitled to only one vote. In the
election of the directors each school shall vote for only one director—
a director for its own district. In case no director for any particular
district should be elected at this meeting, the president shall appoint
one.
ARTICLE IX.

EXPENSES.

Section 1. At the district and inter-district contests the enter
taining high school shall pay—
(a) The expenses of the judges.
(b) The hotel bills and railway mileage of the visiLing teams
(the three debaters), and one other person (chaperone or coach).
If, however, the two teams taking part in the contest, should find
it more convenient or less expensive to meet at some half-way point,
the two schools which are represented by these teams shall share pro
portionally the expense, or make some special arrangements for de
fraying the expenses for that particular debate.
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Section 2. At the final contest the university shall pay—
(a) The expenses of the judges.
(b) The hotel bills of the two teams.
( c) The railway mileage of the two teams jj provided that a suf
ficient amount of the entertainment fund of the final contest should
remain after paying the expenses of the entertainment, and the inci
dental expenses incurred by the president during the year.
ARTICLE X. PRIZES.
1. The University of Montana gives a souvenir cup to the high
school whose team wins at the final contest. The high school win
ning the cup shall hold it until the time set for the next regular final
contest, at which time the cup shall be returned to the university, so
that it can be given to the high school that next wins the state cham
pionship. Any school winning the cup three times, or twice in suc
cession, shall become the permanent owner of it.
2. Senator Joseph M. Dixon gives annually, a gold medal to the
best debator at the final contest.
3. Judge Hiram Knowles will give, for the year 1909-10, a set
of books to each of the three debaters of the winning team at the final
contest.
4. H. T. Wilkinson \Vill give a set of books to each of the three
debaters of the winning, team at the special final contest (the contest
for honorable mention).
5. William H. Houston will give a free scholarship (including
matriculation and athletic fees and course deposits) in the University
of Montana to the student who wins the Dixon medal for the year
1909-1910. This scholarship will be given when the student enrolls
in the University.
6. Senator Thomas H. Carter gives annually, a gold medal for
the best essay written by any member of the graduating classes of
the accredited state high schools.
7. E. C. Mulroney will give a scholarship (including matricula
tion and athletic fees and course deposits) in the University of Mon
tana for the year 1910, to the student who wins the Carter essay medal
for the year 1909.
8. John M. Keith will give annually a scholarship in the Uni
versity of Montana, amounting to fifty dollars, to one of the high
school debaters, who will be chosen by the president of the university,
from the twelve members of the four district champion teams of the
high school debating league. The income of the scholarship will be
paid to the student for one year, in two installments: one at the
beginning of the first semester; the other, at the beginning of the
second semester of the first year of his or her enrollment in the
university.
Applications for the scholarship must be made to the president
of the university at the earliest practicable date before June 1 of
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each year. Each application should be accompanied by credentials
showing the amount and quality of high school work done by the
student, and by recommendations showing applicant’s promise of
future usefulness. Only members of the graduating classes will be
eligible.
ARTICLE VI.
AMENDMENTS.
This constitution and by-laws may be amended at any annual
meeting by a majority of the league high schools present. But no
school shall have more than one vote.
1. Before the publication of the bulletin it shall be the duty
of the directors to co-operate with the president in selecting a ques
tion for debate which shall be used at the inter-district contests and
at the final contest for the ensuing year. The question, together with
references and other suggestions that may be offerd by the president,
shall be printed in the bulletin.
2. After any series of debates is concluded, the statement of the
question for debate many be changed with the consent of all teams
concerned. But the team desiring the change must restate the ques
tion and secure the consent of the other teams.
3. It shall be considered dishonorable for one school to visit the
debates of another school when these two schools are likely to meet
on the same question.
4. It shall be considered dishonorable for any debater, in any
manner to plagiarize his speech.
5. It shall be considered dishonorable for any teacher or prin
cipal to assist debaters in any way except to direct them in the search
for material and to train them in effective delivery.
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OURSTION FOR DEBATE
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Resolved, That United States senators should be elected by
the direct vote of the people. (Discussion of the constitutionality of
the question is to be waived in all the debates).
REFERENCES
[Condensed from U niversity of Wisconsin Bulletin, Serial No. 257:
General Series No. 139, November-, 1908, with additions and corrections by
the Librarian of the University of Montana.]
Thirty-one states have passed resolutions requesting the calling of a
constitutional convention to consider an amendment providing for popu
lar election of senators. Montana took such action in 1907. See Montana
laws passed at the tenth regular session; Senate joint resolution No. 1.
Haynes, George H., The Election of Senators: (300 pages) Holt & Co.,
N. Y. ________________________________________________________$1.50
Ringwalt, R. C., Briefs an Public Questions: Longmans, Green & Co.,
N. Y...........___■________
$1-25
Griffin, A. P. C., Complete List of References on the Popular Election
of Senators: (39 pages) obtained free on application to the Library
of Congress, Washington, D. C.
These books contain lists of references, arguments, etc.
In December, 1906, a convention including delegates from twelve states
was held at Des Moines, Iowa, to discuss this question; reports of the
debates may be found in the files of the principal newspapers of that month.
Allen, Philip L., ‘Trend Toward a Pure Democracy.” Outlook, vol. 84,
pp. 120-122, Sept. 15, 1906.
Bishop, George R., “Mode of Electing United States Senators.” Forum, vol.
42, pp. 142-147, Aug. 1909.
Burgess, J. W., “Methods of Choosing Senators in Different Countries."
Political Science Quarterly, vol. 19, p. 554, Dec. 1904.
Chandler, Wm. E., “Election of Senators by Direct Vote.” Independent, vol.
52, p. 1292, May 31, 1900.
>>S i
“Direct Election of Senators.” Independent, vol. 61, pp. 463-464, Aug. 23,
1906, and vol. 64, pp. 1311-1312, June 4, 1908.
“Direct Primaries, East and West.” Review of Reviews, vol. 38, p. 399,
Oct. 1908.
I
“Direct Primaries in New Jersey.” Outlook, vol. 85, p. 101, Jan. 19, 1907.
“Direct Vote for Senators.” Outlook, vol. 82, pp. 819-820, April, 14, 1906.
“Election of Senators by the State Legislatures, a Proven Failure.” Out
look, vol. 86, pp. 17-19, May, 4, 1907.
Edmunds, George F., “Should Senators be Elected by the People?” Forum,
vol. 18, pp. 270-278, Nov., 1894.
Fulton, C. W., “People as Legislators in Oregon.” North American R e v ie w ,
vol. 185, pp. 70-72, May 3, 1908.
“Going Back to the People.” Independent, vol. 66, pp. 382-383, Feb, 18, 1909.
Haynes. Geo. H., “Popular Control of Senatorial Elections.” Political Science
Quarterly, vol. 20, pp. 577-593, Dec. 1905.
“Higher Standards for the Senate.” Review of Reviews, vol. 37, p. 138,
Feb., 1909.
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Hoar, Geo. Frishie, “Election of Senators by Direct Vote of the People.”
Speeches, April, 3, 6, 7, 1893; Congressional Record, vol. 25, pt. 1, pp.
67, 97, 101, 110.
McColloch, C. H., “People’s rule in Oregon.” Arena, vol. 41, pp. 461-6,
July, 1909.
Maxey, E., “Election of United States Senators.” Arena, vol. 40, pp. 428-31,
- Nov. 1908.
Meredith, Ellis, “Senatorial Election in Colorado.” Arena, vol. 38, pp. 353360, Oct., 1907.
Moorhead, F. G., “Remaking the Senate.” World Today, vol. 12, pp. 178181, Feb., 1907.
“Movement for Election by Popular Vote.” Forum, vol. 37, pp. 158-163,
Oct., 1905.
. ,
_. .
, „„
Mulkey, F. W„ “Electing United States Senators.” Independent, vol. 63,
pp. 847-851, Oct. 10, 1907.
“Needed: A Reform of the Senate.” Review of Reviews, vol. 31, p. 364,
March, 1905.
“New Way of Choosing United States Senators in Oregon.” Review of
Reviews, vol. 34, pp. 174-175, Aug., 1906.
“Nominations at Primary Elections.” Harper’s Weekly, vol. 50, p. 389,
March 3 1906
O’Neil, E.,’ “Election of United States Senators by the People.” North Am
erica Review, vol. 188, pp. 700-715, Nov., 1908.
. 1Q(V7
“Our American Oligarchy.” Cosmopolitan, vol. 42, pp. 549-550, March 1907.
“Popular Election of Senators.” World’s Works, vol. 13, pp. 8489-8490,
Paine, Robert T„ Jr., “Popular Senatorial Elections.” Outlook, vol. 79, p.
911, April, 8, 1905.
... . n
“Popular Election of Senators.” Review of Reviews, vol. 27, p. 400, April,
'‘Popularization of the Senate.” Chautauquan, vol. 54, p. 168, April, 1909.
Reeves, R. N., “Decline of the State.” Arena, vol. 34, p. 161, Aug., lj •
“Responsible Government.” Outlook, vol. 87, pp. 363-4, June 20, 1908.
Senator Root on Direct Elections. Independent, vol. 66, pp. 267-8, FeD. *,
•
“Shall Millionaires Run the Government?” Review of Reviews, vol. 35, p.
340, March, 1907.
, §t
. . . . T. n
Thatcher, G._ A., “Oregon Election.” Independent, vol. 64, p. 1445, Jan.
25 1908
Thatcher, G. A., “Significance of the Oregon Experiment.” Outlook, vol.
83, pp. 612-614, July 14, 1906.
Wingate, O. B., “The United States Senate.” An address at Milwaukee,
Wisconsin.
_
,
....
“Why the Senate Is What It Is." World’s Work, vol. 11, pp. 7029-7030,
Jan., 1906.
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DISTRICT CONTESTS
^

^

?

In order that the students who are defeated in the first series of debates
may have an opportunity to practice debating, the following scheme for pair
ing teams may be used.
Contests for the Cup and Other
Prizes.

I
Contests for Honorable Mention.

FIRST SERIES, BETWEEN OCT. 1 AND DEC. 1.
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

A high school vs. B
C high school vs. D
E high school vs. F
G high school vs. H

high
high
high
high

school
school
school
school

SECOND SERIES, BETWEEN OCT. 1 AND JAN. 1. ||
(5) winner in (1) vs. winner in (2)
(6) winner in (3) vs. winner in (4)

i
|

(5*) loser in (1) vs. loser in (2)
<6*5 loser in (3) vs. loser in (4)

THIRD SERIES, BETWEEN JAN. 1 AND FEB. 1.
(7) winner in (5) vs. winner in (6)

(7*) winner in (5*) vs. winner in
( 6* )

(8*) loser in (5) vs. loser in (6)
BETWEEN FEB. 1 AND MCH. 1.
(9*) winner in (7*) vs. winner in
(8*).
The winner in (7) shall be the
regular district champion team, and
shall be entitled to be pitted against
one of the other regular district
champion teams, in the regular inter-distrlct contests, and if succesful in the inter-district contest,
shall be entitled to take part in
the regular final contest at Mis
soula.

The winner in (9*) shall be the
district champion team of honor
able mention, and shall be entitled
to be pitted against a similar team
in one of the other districts, and
if successful, shall be entitled to
take part in a special final contest,
to be held at Missoula or at any
other place agreed upon by the
president of the league and the
principals of the two schools repre
sented in the special contest.

rector
f el?es’ winner ™ (1) may, at the discretion of the diagainst l o s e r
* ,wlnne!; ln (3) ° r winner in (4); and loser in (1)
convenient for
°nr ?*** * (^ -w h ich ev e r happens to be the most
d°rectoras L
! schools concerned the matter to be decided by the
chances m»v w
^ Possible after the first series of contests. Similar
after**8t L oY h A
by the director for the district contests that come
8„erif S- „ In Allowing this plan some schools will neces
sarily have to be declared winners by default.
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RESULTS OF T H E DEBATES IN
1908-1909

EASTERN DISTRICT.
Forsyth (neg.) won over Miles City (aff.) Dec. 1.
Forsyth (neg.) won over Billings (aff.) Feb. 13.
Forsyth the champion for the Eastern District.
NORTHERN DISTRICT.
Helena (neg.) won over Kalispell (aff.) Feb. 5.
Helena (aff.) won over Townsend (neg.) March 12
Helena the champion for the Northern District.
SOUTHERN DISTRICT.
Bozeman (aff.) won over Livingston (neg.) Dec. 19.
Butte (neg.) won over Bozeman (aff.) Jan. 29.
Butte the champion for the Southern District.
WESTERN DISTRICT.
Boulder (neg.) won over Missoula (aff.) Jan. 15.
Boulder (neg.) won over Philipsburg (aff.) Feb. 13.
Boulder the champion for the Western District.
INTER-DISTRICT CONTESTS.
Forsyth (neg.) won over Helena (aff.) April 9.
Boulder (aff.) won over Butte (neg.) April 12.
FINAL CONTEST.
Forsyth (neg.) won over Boulder (aff.) May 11.
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ESSAY MEDAL FOR 1909-1910
*

t

f

TO THE CONTESTANTS.
Mountain scenery has, during the last century, appealed deeply to
English writers.
Scott, Wordsworth, Byron, Browning, Coleridge, and
Ruskin, besides other less prominent writers, have treated appreciatively
of It. What are the characteristics of mountans which have appealed to
any or all of these men? How far do these characteristics appear in the
mountain scenery about your home; what characteristics has it which the
English writers, in their different surroundings, have not observed? The
answers to these questions are to furnish the subject matter for the essays
of 1909-1910.
In preparing for this contest, read as widely and sympathetically as
you can the works in which mountains are described and intei'preted.
Choose one or more of the above authors—it makes little difference how
many; get their point of view; see through their eyes. Then, using your
own eyes, look at the scenery about you, and write your essay as simply
and sincerely and individually as you can. This somewhat new kind of
subject has been selected to give you a chance to show what you can get
from certain great works of literature, and what you can observe for yourself.
Ruskin, because of “Modern Painters,” has been named with the poets
who have written of mountain scenery. Other poei.3 besides those named
may also be included in your study. A list of the pioems used as a basis
for your work should be submitted with your essay.
You may select a title suitable to your individual composition.
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PRIZE ESSAY FOR 1908-1909
WALTER SCOTT
By ELINOR PETERSON.
The history of the literature of the world Is a record of great move
ments of Intellect when the human mind, fired by imagination, has brought
forth new worlds of thought. These creative periods are huge waves
rising from the vast sea of thought and are ruled by the strong, under
lying, current of life. They are waves that are continually forming, con
tinually rolling upward, sweeping away all trivial thoughts as driftwood is
swept away, then sinking again to the surface to wait the next emotional
current that shall hurl them aloft to the very clouds. Several such waves
have shaken the depths of intellect, each has risen to its highest point
and has fallen to make way for the next. Chaucer!, one of the first of
England’s great poets, appeared on one of these waves, carrying with him
the new ideas of poetry and deeper thoughts which he had embodied in
his famous “Canterbury Tales.” Then occurred the great movement which
carried the drama to the highest point it has ever attained and foremost
upon it came Shakespeare with his disregard for all
narrow
and pedantic rules. And, after that, arose the great age of romanticism.
Thus, it is not surprising to find that, when England was filled either with
hostile tribes or with the fear that they would come, her bards should sing
songs pertaining to war and in their patriotism eulogize the powers of
their beloved country. It was not unnatural that the discovery of the
New World and the expansion of the Old, should excite their minds and
rouse them from the lethargy into which they had fallen.
Neither was it any more strange, that, when the excitement was passed,
the reaction should set in with the change caused by the rising power of
the Puritans and that the different conditions should produce a different
spirit. The Puritans viewed the Elizabethan drama with such stern dis
approval that all advancement in that direction was, for a time, effectually
checked. The next form of literature was the classical treatise which
dealt with subjects difficult to understand and which only the well-educated
people cared to read. Manner of expression was of far greater importance
than subject matter, and a well known idea set forth in new classical terms
was often more acceptable than an original thought expressed in un
familiar phrases. The precise rules, which attempted to confine literature
to a certain narrow path, were not conducive to the development of the
intellect and yet these very restricitions were preparing the way for a
broader and brighter movement. The studied form and polished elegance
of the classical writers were destined to give way to the happier age which
marked the approach of the romance.
The romance was a new form of writing which differed from all pre
vious literature It marked the striving of the soul for something better
than is ordinarily found in this world and broadened human sympathy by
its expHessions of deep feeling. The romance may be said to have first
appeared in Spencer’s poetry since he was the first author to create purely
imaginative characters and scenes. Shakespeare’s works, also, intimated
the advent of romanticism in that they departed from the fixed rules of
the Greek drama, which was then taken as a model. But. undoubtedly,
it may be said to have attained its highest point during the age in which
Scott lived
He appeared foremost on an emotional wave that was destined to
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tear down the formal barriers which had so long restrained the spirit of
literature. His works, both poetry and prose, were influenced by the
movements toward exploration and expansion. His poems are filled with
war and adventure, yet ever manifest a strong, deep, almost reverent ap
preciation of the wonders and beauties of nature. The descriptions of
nature found in them are not the vividly colored creation drawn by a novice,
but the productions from the hand of one who loved and sought for natural
beauties.
His poetical works are strongly marked, throughout, by his
impulsive spirit, yet their material air is often set aside to make room
for softer moods. As, for instance, in his “Lady of the Lake.” In this
poems, filled, as it is, with the clashing of arms, we can almost hear the
mysterious music of the invisble harp: now sweet and tender and now
ringing, clear and loud, with all the intense fervor of patriotism. And, in
“Marmion,” he takes us, at dawn, to the top of the mountain, and, with the
hero, we look down upon a mighty city fitted out with all the grim
preparations for war, but our glances are not allowed to rest there. They
are led beyond the city and we see
“All the steep slope down,
Whose ridgy back heaves to the sky,
Piled deep and massy, close and high.”
Scott’s poems were read by all classes and the one objection to them,
namely, that they were not classical, was lost sight of in the delight with
which they were received: an approval which has only been equaled by
that accorded to bis prose works.
The style of his novels differed from that of his contemporaries in
that he had an ingenious manner of telling his tales which held the at
tention of his readers as closely as if they were listening to an actual
conversation. He seems rather to have followed the promptings of his
fancy than any prescribed rules, and, at bis will, one is led from the wild
grandeur of his beloved mountains to the grave dignity of great cities, from
the scenes of a battlefield to the simple home life of the Howland peasants.
Indeed, his methods of writings are best described by himself in his lines,
“Though wild as cloud, as stream, as gale,
Flow forth, flow unrestrained my tale.”
His wor*ks are, also, distinguished by his careful treatment of his characters.
As a rule, his depiction of human nature is good. He never attempted
to describe a type of character that he did not fully understand. His best
characters are those which he has presented to us by means of a few, sug
gestive phrases, but, in general, his character descriptions are long and
employ so much detail that very little is left to the imagination. But,
never the less, some of his characters are good. Take, for example, the
miserly Jew, in “Ivanhoe,” bending over the fire to warm his thin, claw
like hands. Told in a few, well-chosen words, simply, directly, yet no
word-picture could be more complete. Or Dominie Sampson, in “Guy Mannerlng.’ In all fictions history, there is not another like him: a silent
man who has no duty aside from loyalty to his dearest friends and whose
heartfelt joy in the restoration of the rightful heir, Henry Bertram, to
Ellangowan, is almost pathetic in its earnest simplicity. But one of Scott’s
masterpieces is found in his descriptions of Meg Merrilies, the gipsy. Her
ature was as wild and untamed as the mountain breezes she delighted in.
a a . as steadfast and true to those whom she loved as the mountains about
6y .pl®ye<^ \ nature in which the stern and the tender were
t ,,® y n?1.x ®<^
which was as hard to understand as the strange attractlons which the majestic beauties of nature hold for mankind We are
well to^he°i^rc>ld^homey from ourse^ves when we read her passionate fareBut greatly as Scott s character’s are famed, it is not that point, alone.
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which makes his works so attractive. The greater part of the writers
of his day were merely imitators, who were quite content to follow the
example set by previous writers. Not so with Scott.
He broke away
from all conventionalities and startled the older authors by writing books
filled with living characters and human thoughts, books, which gave a new
impetus to literature by introducing a new form of writing and, more than
that, refreshed the minds of the people by instilling into them the
wondrous freedom of the hills.
His works breathe forth a spirit of
adventure and keen delight in unusual situations. People liked his works
then because they could understand them and because the very romantic
element which the classical school abhorred, appealed to them.
People
like his works today for the same reason and will continue to like them
a hundred years from now, for human traits and instincts change very
slowly and the likes and dislikes of today are much the same as those
experience a hundred years ago, or those of a century hence. And, though
science and art may make marvelous progress, we must admit with Scott
that “still the heart must have a language.”
This sympathetic knowledge of human emotions caused Scott to be
universally loved and to become one of Scotland’s favorite poets. He was
a naturally warm-hearted man who might have been termed a genius in
respect to his readiness in understanding the people with whom he came
in contact. His strong sense of justice won many friends for him, fbr it
would be hard to find another man equally honorable in his dealings with
all mankind. A striking example of his honesty is found in his tremendous
struggle to pay his debths. Other men in his financial condition would have
taken advantage of the bankrupt laws to have escaped their obligations,
but he immediately commenced the task of clearing his name. Physically
unable, he exerted himself beyond his abilities, writing at times when he
could scarcely hold a pen. The debt was never entirely paid, but the
example he set taught the world many a lesson. Then, too, his strong
sense of justice went far in brightening the way for all whom he met, for no
situation was too trying to be lightened by his happy fancy and no diffi
culties were ever too intricate to be solved by his winsome frankness.
Indeed, he might well claim a close kinship with all the world since to
meet him was to become his friend. All of which traits are, in a large
measure due to the influence exerted over him by the conditions of his
early life.
Walter Scott was born in Edinburgh, 1771, but on account of a lame
ness, which resulted from a fever contracted in his infancy, was taken to
the country in the hopes that the mountain air might rid him of this
affliction. He was kept outdoors the greater part of the time and thus,
unconsciously, the love of nature, which was to take so prominent a place
in his life, was early developed and was encouraged by daily contact with
ail its rare beauties. Later, he entered Edinburgh High School where he
made rapid progress. He was very quick-witted, but, as he, himself, said,
he "made a brighter figure in the yards than in the class.” For, though
bis lameness prevented his partaking to any extent in athletic games, his
genius for telling stories caused him to become very popular among his
comrades. When he entered the University of Edinburgh, he fell behind his
class and could never be persuaded to take up Greek with a lower class.
In all other studies he advanced rapidly, excelling in those which permitted
him to indulge in his love of war and adventure. To please his father,
he studied law and was admitted to the bar in 179-2. But no occupation,
taken up for this reason alone, could ever prove anything but distasteful,
and he soon abandoned this course for one more congenial, though not
before he had had time to make several journeys among the Highlands.
This traveling gave him an opportunity to study carefully the different classes
of people and to learn to respect alike the haughty vindictiveness of the
Highland chieftains and the artless pleasures of their Lowland brothers.
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This close observation of the different spirits bred in the different
sections of the country tended toward drawing him into the closest sympathy
with them. His sympathy, in turn, led to an intelligent appreciation of
the causes of their emotions and presently he found himself entering, heart
and soul, into every mood of theirs. This regard of fellowmen was merely
an extension of his instinctive love of nature: a love which was Intensified
by the knowledge that all those wondrously rare beauties belonged to his
own country. His liking for the humble heather-bell found expression in
a description of sunrise, where,
‘‘On Ochil mountains fell the rays,
And as each purple top they kissed,
It gleamed a purple amethyst.”
He also had a strong attachment for the bleak hills around his home and
deemed as fitting companions for his beloved Tweed those very “brown
hills” which
So closely bind,
Scarce can the Tweed the passage find,
Though much he fret, and chafe and toil.
Till all his eddying currents boil.”
And his close association with them lit them up with a tender grace not
visible to strange eyes. The picturesque mountains of Scotland appealed
to his romantic nature and we can trace the effect of their silent eloquence
upon nim through his works.
He loved every “naked crag” and every
nook of native country. The ruins of old castles suggested to his fanciful
imagination many a tale of love and adventure which found expression in
books like ‘Waverly” and “Guy Mannering.” His ardent patriotism was
displayed in his writings where ever an opportunity presented itself, but
perhaps nowhere more earnestly than in “The Lay of the Last Minstrel”
where he exclaims.
“Breathes there a man with soul so dead
Who never to himself hath said,
‘This is my own, my native land.'
Whose heart hath ne’er within him burned,
As home his footsteps he hath turned.
From wandering on a foreign strand.
it w S ? L I S 1 l iC< M°yalt? to his country *as never been surpassed, but
t w ^ o n l ^ n ^ T H w ^ 011! thai WOn for him 80 much ^ m e and esteem,
and
^ 1 Z ?- character 1,ke Scott, a man refined bv sorrow
was a lw lv ? Sa I ^ <L C0U d 8A1U smi!e throuSh adversity, should be loved. Life
Tlwavi found th l hr* f f° ble“ W.lthuhlm- y<* ^ continually sought for and
gleam of
b,5isht part of ^
overhanging clouds and, though the
fu m ? w fn ^
e5e ever so small, the prospect of a better day was

sks
sjje rrrr.v.aT*
described by Milton, which

taForfir te45oti"v™*

1

that

'"°flstant purIty. so aptly

Casts a beam on the outward shape
!n r vS H by degrees to the soul's essence,
n il all be made immortal.”
though the1 coming a g e s 1iZ n t taUth° rs, who have Produced masterpieces
still Walter “cott will eTer Z ™
* br
forth their talented writers
he led as he will be admired for
J U8t as much for the pure lift
man did. finally,
tbe books he wrote. And when that great
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“Glide down to the sea.
Of fathomless eternity"
amidst the peaceful scenes of his home, surrounded by his beloved hills
and close to the noise of the friendly Tweed, the woild mourned him in
unison. And there was just cause, for it had lost a beautiful character
whose place could never be filled.
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GOVERNING THE ESSAY CONTEST.

[Adopted at a meeting of high school principals, at Missoula, Dec. 27, ’07.]
Amended May 16, 1908.
1. All members of the graduating classes of the accredited high schools
in the State of Montana, shall be eligible to compete for the medal.
2. The topic on which the essay shall be written, shall be selected by a
committee of three consisting of the professor of English, the professor of
literature, and the professor of history at the University. No essay shall
exceed three thousand words.
the
one
the
not

3. Each high school may hold a preliminary contest, about April 1, for
purpose of selecting the best essay. The contest may be in charge of
of the teachers of English. The principal, the teacher in charge, and
student who writes the essay shall sign a statement that the essay is
plagiarized.

4 A type-written copy of the best essay in each preliminary contest,
marked on the first page with some motto or pseudonym, shall, on or before
April 15, be sent to the chairman of the committee at the University. The
signed statement with regard to plagiarism shall be sent with the essay. All
essays received by the committee shall be submitted to three judges, who
shall be appointed by the president of the University. The judges, without
knowing the names of the students who wrote the essays, or what schools are
represented by them, shall rank and grade each essay, on the following
basis: Logical development, 45 per cent; composition, 45 per cent; general
impression, 10 per cent. The essay having the highest rank shall ge declared
the winning essay. In case there should be a tie in the ranking, the one
having the highest grade (per centage) shall be declared the winning essay.
5. The name of the high school that wins the prize shall be announced
at the time of the final school debate contest.
6. The prize essay with the name of the writer shall be printed in the
annual bulletin for 1909-10, of the high school debating league.

[Amendment adopted by correspondence between the chairman of the com
mittee at the University and the principals of the high schools.]
7 Students who finish their work at the end of the first semester of
any year will be required to write their essays before the last day of the
first semester. This special privilege is given, with the understanding that
any principal who receives essays on these conditions will, under no circumstances, allow any changes to be made in the essays after they have been
submitted to him, but will keep them in his possession until the date set
5rL
mlDary con* * t (about § ® |
At this time he will select
*be. es?sa£ s submitted by his students (both the January and the
June graduates) the best essay, which he will send to the University.
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ELINOR PETERSON
.Member of the Graduating Class of the Red Lodge High School, June, 1909,
Winner of the Carter Essay Medal.

.92
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FORSYTH HIGH SCHOOL

NEWTON GILLILAND.
MILDRED ECKELS.

GENEVA MONTFORD.

State High School Champion Debating Team for the Year 1908-1909.
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BOULDER HIGH SCHOOL

Sen Forbes.
Agatha Wolter.

Stella Tate.

CHAMPION TEAM OF THE WESTERN DISTRICT
for the year 1908-1909.
Winner

If the

Dixcn Medal, the State High School Champion Debater,
for the year 1908-1909.

